Note:   The article referred to in this letter can be found on the www.feathouston.org website under the For Professionals Section:  Articles from Sources You Trust.  

Dear Dr. ___________

I’ve enclosed a copy of “Management of Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders” from November 2007 Official Journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics.  One of the educational strategies mentioned in the article is applied behavior analysis (ABA).  As mentioned in the article, there is a wide body of published research supporting the use of ABA in increasing desirable adaptive behaviors, reducing maladaptive behaviors, teaching new skills, and generalizing behaviors across environments.     
The importance of early intensive intervention is underscored by the AAP’s recommendation to begin intervention as soon as an autism spectrum diagnosis is considered, rather than deferring until a definitive diagnosis is made.  With the passage of HB 1919 (the “autism insurance bill”), children in Texas between the ages of 3 and 6 may be eligible to have ABA therapy covered under their insurance plans.  In order for a family to access ABA therapy under insurance, it will need a referral to the appropriate ABA provider from the primary care physician.  

FEAT-Houston is a local non-profit, whose mission is to educate teacher and parents about applied behavior analysis (ABA).  On FEAT’s website www.feathouston.org, there is a list of ABA clinics and consultants in the Houston area, which may be helpful to you when making referrals for families.  
On its website, FEAT-Houston has a detailed list of factors families should consider in selecting ABA providers.  FEAT-Houston strongly encourages families to seek providers who, at a minimum, are certified by the Behavior Analyst Certification Board (BACB), as either board certified behavior analyst (BCBA) or associate analyst (BCABA).  
Please feel free to pass along my name and e-mail address to other families who are interested in learning more about ABA at :_____________________  Or, they may contact FEAT at:_______________________
Sincerely,

__________________

